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1 INTRODUCTION

As part of a module for the MA in Digital and Arts and Humanities, i was asked to review a
Digital Tool and submit that review to DiRT. I decided to review Overleaf as I have been trying
to get away from MS Word for some time and this seemed like a good opportunity to try a
different word processor.
Suggested Structure: Gathering information In order to begin working with Overleaf, you
first need to go to the website and create an account. This was a relatively easy and painless
process and I was able to begin working on a document within a couple of minutes.There
was a tutorial which suggested itself as soon as you log in but it also gives you the option to
just start writing. While I did go through the tutorial it was reassuring to see that they were
confident that it was possible to just jump in and start writing. It was also nice that the tutorial
was very simple and basic and it took only a couple of minutes though there was an option to
go into some things in more detail. The tutorial also directed you to the help menu or to the
forum in the even that you needed any help. All in all it was a very nice introduction.
I also had a look for other reviews but there were none that I could find easily. The main
reason for this is that Overleaf, is the new brand name for the well known word processing
package Write LaTeX.
What I did not know until I eventually found a review is that Overleaf seems to be primarily
aimed at Maths students. Had I known this I may have looked elsewhere. All in all I am little
confused by this as I was under the impression that LaTeX was not solely aimed at scientists
but more generally for those writing any project.
So, Overleaf would seem to be the new kid on the block to some extent albeit with the help
of one of the bigger boys. However, there are problems on this front. On the plus side you do
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not have to download any text editor as is the case with Write LaTeX but that has a downside
in that there is no text editor.
I also found difficult once I got past the first few lines. If I tried to mess around with brackets
etc I was lost and while the tutorials were helpful, I got the feeling that I would be better off
with a fully functional LaTeX editor.
There are other plus points however. Overleaf is free is you are happy with the basement
version while you have to pay if you want the bells and whistles.
There is also a strong community at work who are willing to help and it is not difficult to have
queries resolved. This is a positive.
On the whole though, I was a little disappointed as I expected to get a little more out of it
more quickly but I didn’t. I looked at one review of Overleaf which was very positive and I
think it is worth persevering for a while with it but the jury is out on whether or not I have
found the processor that will replace MS Word, for me at least.
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